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                                  UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

                              WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 
                               

     JUL 11  2005 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          OFFICE OF 
                                                                                                                                              SOLID WASTE AND 

            EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
SUBJECT:  Update on Progress and Continued Opportunities for Targeted Public 

 Health Protection Through the Underground Storage Tank and Source 
 Water Protection Programs   

 
FROM: Cynthia C. Dougherty, Director 
  Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water (OGWDW) 
 
  Cliff Rothenstein, Director 
  Office of Underground Storage Tanks (OUST) 
 
TO:  Regional Water Division Directors, Regions I – X 
  Regional UST/LUST Division Directors, Regions I –X 
 
 One year ago, we announced a partnership between OGWDW and OUST aimed at 
reducing the threat that leaking underground storage tanks (USTs) pose to drinking water 
in communities throughout the nation.  As you know, over 270 million people receive their 
drinking water from approximately 161,000 public water systems (145,000 are supplied by 
ground water).  Based on information reported under the 305(b) section of the Clean Water 
Act, in 2000, 35 states cited USTs as the number one threat to ground water.  Moreover, 
based on data available thus far from source water assessments for community drinking 
water supplies, USTs appear to pose a significant threat to vulnerable ground water 
systems.  For example, USTs are ranked in every state in Region I as one of the top threats 
to source water.  To ensure we have national information from these source water 
assessments, we ask you to continue to work with the States to report by the fall on the 
source water measures included in the March 7, 2005 source water reporting guidance, 
which is based on the National Water Program Guidances for Fiscal Years 2005 and 2006. 
 
 It is therefore crucial that we continue to take advantage of the opportunity to 
collaborate and combine the resources of the OGWDW and OUST offices to address the 
challenge presented by USTs threatening drinking water.  Such cross-program 
coordination is an important component in meeting the Agency’s source water protection 
(SWP) and UST strategic targets.  By 2008, EPA’s goal is to minimize the risk to public 
health for 50 percent of community water systems and to significantly reduce the UST 
cleanup backlog.  
 
 Together we made a great deal of progress over the last year, and we commend you 
for your hard work and dedication to the task at hand.  Several Regions have used GIS 
systems to target their UST inspections in source water areas.  Some programs have 
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formalized their cooperation with MOUs, while others have been working to strengthen 
and form new relationships between their UST and Water programs.  Outreach efforts are 
underway in many areas to raise awareness of this public health issue.  The progress report 
that accompanies this memorandum provides a detailed look at the various successes of all 
ten EPA Regions and the states. 
 

However, there is much more to do, and we are recommending that the following 
actions take place in the second year of this partnership. 
 
Recommended Actions 
 
We recommend that all of the Regions and states work to reduce the threat to public health 
by focusing their efforts on the following three goals: 
 

1. Gather and share information between the SWP and UST programs. 
2. Target inspections of USTs in source water areas. 
3. Provide education and outreach to the public and other stakeholders. 

 
While there are many activities you can undertake to achieve these goals, we suggest that 
as a starting point you consider the following: 
 

• Identify the locations of USTs threatening source water areas. 
• Target EPA UST compliance inspections in source water areas and work with 

states to target their inspections in source water areas. 
• Encourage state UST programs to notify public drinking water systems when a 

permitted tank is installed or replaced or in the event of a release within a source 
water area. 

• Initiate mutual education/information sharing meetings between Regional and state 
UST and SWP staff to ensure that program staffs are aware of source water 
assessment results and how USTs fit into those results. 

• Execute a memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the Regional SWP and 
UST programs to commit to key actions and work on analogous agreements in your 
states. 

• Seek to discover non-identified transient non-community water systems (TNCs) 
that provide food service at or adjacent to gas stations; determine whether USTs are 
contaminating the TNC's drinking water source; and ensure that the TNC is 
included in the Safe Drinking Water Information System (SDWIS) database. 

• Coordinate with and support Regional and state Underground Injection Control 
(UIC) programs by encouraging UST programs to notify motor vehicle service and 
repair facilities, through fact sheets or brochures, about their UIC program 
responsibilities regarding motor vehicle waste disposal wells. 

• Encourage expanded UST State Program use of the Clean Water State Revolving 
Loan Fund for activities such as tank removal, remediation, soil removal, and 
monitoring equipment. 

 
 As we move forward into our second year of collaboration, we urge you to take 

advantage of this opportune time to utilize dual program resources to best protect the  
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nation’s sources of drinking water from leaking USTs.  We urge you to continue current 
efforts as well as develop new initiatives that successfully link the two programs.  Please  
do not hesitate to contact us, or have your staff e-mail Erica Canzler of the HQ Office of 
Underground Storage Tanks or Sylvia Malm of the HQ Office of Ground Water and 
Drinking Water with your ideas or other comments. 

 
cc: Regional UST and SWP Branch Chiefs 
 Regional UST and SWP Contacts 
 Tom Dunne, OSWER Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 Barry Breen, OSWER Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 Ben Grumbles, OW Assistant Administrator 
 Mike Shapiro, OW Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 OUST Regional Liaisons 
 
Attachments: 
Report on EPA Cross-Program Initiative: “Protecting the Nation’s Drinking Water From 

 Leaking Underground Storage Tanks” 
Model Regional MOU 
State MOU 
EPA Bookmark: Top 10 List of Facts 
UST/SW Program Contact List 
 


